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SYNOPSIS

Chap. 1 Twelve-year-old Luke Garner watches the woods
behind his family’s farm being cut down. Luke’s parents have
kept him hidden because he is a third child forbidden by the
Population Police. With a new housing development replacing
the woods, Luke is no longer even allowed to go outside.

Chap. 2 Luke’s mother Edna is kind to her much-loved third
son, but his brothers Matthew and Mark have little to do with
him and his father, Harlan, is too busy with the fields and hogs
to pay much attention to him either. As a result, Luke leads a
solitary and lonely life with only a few books to keep him com-
pany. Nonetheless, he tries to remain upbeat and not complain.

Chap. 3 Luke is hidden in a windowless attic room, barely
heated. He has never seen anyone but his parents and brothers.

Chap. 4 With the woods cut down, Luke is now forbidden to
eat at the table with the family, lest someone outside see his
shadow through the shades. He sits on the stairs during meals,
barely within earshot.

Chap. 5 The Government forces the Garners to sell their
pigs, their best crop. This pushes them closer to poverty.

Chap. 6 With the hogs gone and a tax bill three times larger
than the previous one, Mrs. Garner takes a job in a factory. Luke
is now totally alone during the day.

Chap. 7 Different families of Barons, the class of rich peo-
ple, move into the huge houses built on the Garners’ former farm
land. Mrs. Garner is so tired at the end of the day that she no
longer tucks Luke in at night. His isolation becomes nearly com-
plete. He passes the time by looking out the vent window at the
Barons’ houses, which he names by the families’ qualities: the
Gold family, the Birdbrain family, and the Sports family.

Chap. 8 Luke plans to keep himself busy cooking and clean-
ing but his father is terrified that he will be discovered and for-
bids him to leave the attic. Looking through the attic vent, Luke
spots a face in the Sports family house where two boys already
live. Could this be another forbidden third child?

Chap. 9 Luke wonders if he will ever be able to discover if
there is another forbidden third child in the Sports family’s
house.

Chap. 10 Luke speculates if one of his brothers dies, perhaps
he could take his place and have a real life, in the open.

Chap. 11 Luke catches another glimpse of the hidden third
child and realizes the child is real.

Chap. 12 Mustering all his courage, Luke sneaks out to meet
the hidden child. He knows that he will be killed by the

Population Police if he is caught.

Chap. 13 He runs across the field and housing development
to the Sports house, but the door is locked.

Chap. 14 Luke plunges his hand through the screen and un-
locks the door. The huge, splendid house with its pristine white
carpets and new furniture is a sharp contrast to his small, old,
and worn farmhouse. Following an odd beeping sound, Luke
finds a girl about his age typing at a computer.

Chap. 15 The girl recognizes that Luke is another forbidden
third child, whom she calls “shadow children.” She calls her fa-
ther and tells him to disarm the alarm system. Luke is astonished
at the girl’s self-confidence. She introduces herself as Jennifer
Rose Talbot and that she is 13 years old. She asserts that she is
Luke’s ticket out of hiding.

Chap. 16 Jennifer explains that her mother had two children
during her first marriage. When she married her second husband,
Mrs. Talbot deliberately conceived Jennifer. Mrs. Talbot is now
married to her third husband, a rich and highly-placed
Government lawyer. Jennifer is smart and brave.

Chap. 17 A few days later, Luke visits Jennifer again, and she
explains that her mother frequently smuggles her out to go shop-
ping. Jennifer shares chips and soda, highly illegal junk food.
She explains that the Government is trying to make everyone a
vegetarian to relieve the food shortages. Jennifer says that her fa-
ther believes there is plenty of food, but distribution is inefficient
and corrupt. Through an Internet chat room, Jennifer has orga-
nized thousands of shadow children to march on the
Government to demand their rights.

Chap. 18 Jennifer logs on and Luke reads some of the e-mail
from fellow shadow children. The chat room password is “free.”

Chap. 19 From historical materials that Jennifer gives him,
Luke learns that overpopulation about 20 years ago plus
droughts resulted in widespread starvation. The Government in-
stituted strict regulations—no more junk food, two children per
family—to ensure survival.

Chap. 20 Jennifer explains that some fortunate shadow chil-
dren take on a fake identity, living with families that have no
children or have lost a child. Jennifer rejects this as another sub-
terfuge; instead, she wants total freedom.

Chap. 21 Sparked by Luke’s idea, Mr. Garner has been try-
ing to grow food indoors, but the Government tracks his plans
and forbids it. Realizing the Government’s power to track peo-
ple and intimidate them, Luke wonders if his brothers might
someday betray him for the reward money.

Chap. 22 Luke and Jennifer have a bitter argument when
Luke refuses to accompany Jennifer to her rally. Luke is terrified
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that his involvement will endanger his parents as well as himself.

Chap. 23 In his attic, Luke agonizes over his decision not to
attend the rally. Is he sacrificing his only chance at freedom
through cowardice? Will Jennifer no longer be his friend?

Chap. 24 Three days later, Jennifer comes to visit Luke for
the first time. They make their peace, as Jennifer prepares for the
rally.

Chap. 25 A week passes, but Luke still has not heard from
Jennifer. There is no news on the radio of any rally.

Chap. 26 A week and a half later, Luke breaks into Jennifer’s
house and logs on. He is caught in the act.

Chap. 27 Luke is caught by Jennifer’s stepfather, a powerful
man who tearfully tells Luke that Jennifer and the other 40 shad-
ow children at the rally were killed by the Population Police.
Jennifer’s father reveals that he works for the Population Police
and that by logging on, Luke has alerted them of his where-
abouts.

Chap. 28 Mr. Talbot explains that he is trying to sabotage the
Population Police and the Government by working from within.
He also explains that the Government is totally corrupt. The
Population Police break into the Talbot home.

Chap. 29 Mr. Talbot hides Luke in the closet and masterful-
ly saves Luke’s life by bribing the police with fur coats. Mr.
Talbot then writes notes to Luke to explain that he and the house
are now bugged. Mr. Talbot offers Luke a fake ID and new life.
After much agonizing, Luke accepts the offer.

Chap. 30 Luke Garner becomes Lee Grant and is enrolled in
a private school. He bids a sad farewell to his family.

AUTHOR SKETCH

Margaret Peterson Haddix was born in 1964, in Ohio, the
daughter of a farmer and a nurse. In 1987, the year after earning
a B.A. in creative writing and journalism from Miami
University, she married newspaper editor Doug Haddix. The
couple has two children, a son and a daughter. In addition to
writing young adult novels, Haddix has also worked on the Fort
Wayne Journal-Gazette as a copy editor (1986-87) and the
Indianapolis News as a reporter (1987-91). In addition, Haddix
worked from 1991-1993 as an adjunct instructor at Danville
Area Community College, Danville, Illinois. She has been a full-
time freelance writer since 1994.

Haddix commented: “I grew up on lots of stories, both from
books and in my family. My father in particular was always
telling tales to my brothers and sister and me—about one of our
ancestors who was kidnapped, about some friends who survived
lying on a railroad bridge while a train went over the top of
them, about the kid who brought possum meat to the school
cafeteria when my father was a boy. So I always thought that be-
coming a storyteller would be the grandest thing in the world.
But I didn’t want to just tell stories. I wanted to write them
down.”

CRITIC’S CORNER

An ALA Best Book for Young Adults, Among the Hidden has
been praised for its riveting suspense. A Horn Book critic noted:
“In a society where family size is strictly limited to two children,
Luke is a third child. Living in an attic bedroom to avoid being
seen by authorities, Luke peers through an outside vent and ob-
serves another ‘shadow child’ hiding in a nearby home, thereby
beginning a secret friendship with Jen, who plans to rebel
against the Government system. The conclusion is abrupt, but

the novel plot is thought-provoking and readable.”
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GENERAL OBJECTIVES
. To assess the importance of freedom
. To understand the difficulty that isolation imposes
. To recognize the importance of setting
. To assess each character’s personality
. To recognize the novel’s theme
. To probe the effects of totalitarianism on individuals and
society

7. To see how and why people sacrifice themselves for a po-
litical cause or for other people

8. To understand the novel’s title
9. To sympathize with the main character’s plight

10. To describe the author’s use of suspense and clifthanger
chapter endings

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

1. To explore how individual freedom can be restricted

2. To trace Luke’s journey from imprisonment and isolation
to freedom

3. To identify with Luke’s plight

4. To understand why Jennifer leads the rally of “shadow
children”

5. To understand why Mr. Talbot helps Luke escape by get-
ting him a new identity

6. To probe the relationship between Luke and his family, es-

pecially his mother

. To see the effect of setting on a person’s life

. To understand the plot structure

. To probe social differences

10. To explore the consequences of totalitarianism

LITERARY TERMS AND APPLICATIONS
For a better understanding of Margaret Peterson Haddix’s
style, present the following terms and applications to the novel:
foreshadowing clues hinting at what will happen later on in
the story. Writers use foreshadowing to create suspense and link
related details. Most chapters in this novel end with foreshad-
owing to keep readers on the edge of their seats. For example, on
page 19 (the end of Chapter 3), we read “Luke didn’t know why,
but he had a feeling what she really meant was that things were
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going to get worse. He snuggled tighter against Mother, hoping he
was wrong.” Luke’s misgivings alert readers that his life will in-
deed take a turn for the worse.

figurative language words and expressions not meant to be
taken literally. Figurative language uses words in fresh, new ways
to appeal to the imagination. Figures of speech include similes,
metaphors, extended metaphors, hyperbole, and personification.
Haddix uses a number of similes and metaphors to help readers vi-
sualize the characters and action. For example, on page 3 she cre-
ates a simile when she compares the absence of the woods to a
“fresh haircut exposing a band of untanned skin of a forehead.”
This helps readers visualize the grim rawness created by the de-
struction. On page 30, the mansions “gleamed in the morning sun-
light as though their walls were studded with precious jewels.”
This simile conveys the Barons’ great wealth and Luke’s inno-
cence, inexperience, and awe.

suspense the feeling of tension or anticipation an author cre-
ates in a work. Haddix, as with other authors, creates suspense by
unexpected plot twists. This keeps readers interested in the story
and makes them want to read on to find out what will happen. For
example, Haddix creates suspense in Chapter 26 when Mr. Talbot
surprises Luke and at the end of the chapter and reveals that he
works for the Population Police.
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Internet
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THEMES AND MOTIFS

A study of the central issues and situations in Margaret
Peterson Haddix’s Among the Hidden should include these as-
pects:
Themes

* confusion

¢ danger

¢ death

¢ family love

o fear

¢ freedom

* hardship

* oppression

* sacrifice
* totalitarianism
Motifs
* being brave in terrifying situations
¢ dealing with totalitarianism and dictatorships
* family love and support
* coping with cultural dislocation
* the importance of courage
» distinguishing between propaganda and truth
* being resourceful
* self-awareness and maturity
» growth and change
* probing different ways of living

MEANING STUDY
Below are words, phrases, sentences, or thought units that have
particular meaning in the novel. Explain the meaning of each.
Chapter and page numbers indicate the context from which the
item is taken.

1. In three seconds she would hide all evidence that Luke exist-
ed, just in time to step to the door and offer a weary smile to
the fertilizer salesman or the Government inspector or
whomever else had come to interrupt their supper. (Chap. 1,
p-5
(Luke’s mother, Edna Garner; is adept at hiding any trace of
her third child, since the Population Police have forbidden
any family from having more than two children. This passage
shows the limitations of Luke’s life and foreshadows his dis-
appearance at the end of the novel when he takes a new iden-
tity.)

2 “That’s three times what it usually is.” (Chap. 6, p. 27)
(Luke’s family is plunged to the brink of poverty when they
are forced to sell their hogs and their taxes are reassessed at
three times their current value. This shows how the
Government keeps people on the edge of disaster because the
Government feels that it makes them work harder. Jennifer’s
father later confirms this and explains the gulf between the
rich and the poor.)

3. Barons were unbelievably rich. (Chap. 7, p. 31)

(The Government has created a two-tier society: there is no
middle-class. At the bottom are poor people. The small top
tier contains the Barons, wealthy families who live in lavish
mansions with such forbidden commodities as fur coats and
Junk food. This shows the Government’s corruption and un-
derscores the difficulty the poor people have surviving in a
society stacked against them.)

4. A face. A child’s face. In a house where two boys already
lived. (Chap. 9, p. 41)

(Until Luke glimpses Jennifer, he had never imagined that
there were other forbidden “shadow children.” This incident
sets the plot into motion.)

5. But there was something about the curve of her cheek, the tilt
of her head, the way her sweatshirt clung or didn’t cling to her
body—all of that made Luke certain she wasn’t like him.
(Chap. 14, p. 58)

(Obviously, Jennifer is not like Luke because she is a girl—
and he has never seen a female his age before. She is also not
like him because she is a Baron, a member of the rich upper
class. Finally, Jennifer is not like Luke because she ultimate-
ly sacrifices herself for the cause of the forbidden “shadow



children.” Unlike Luke, Jennifer is willing, even eager, to
become a martyr.)

6. “So what’s the password?” he asked. “Free,” Jen said. “It’s

10.

free.” (Chap. 18, p. 88)
(In a symbolic act, Jen has set “free” as the chat room pass-
word. Ironically, Jen will achieve freedom only through
death, along with the 40 other shadow children massacred
at the rally. Luke will be free when he takes a new identity.)
. “I can’t go.” (Chap. 22, p. 110)
(Jen is shocked and furious when Luke refuses to be part of
the shadow child rally. The thought of eight hours in a car,
not to mention actually appearing in front of strangers,
sends him into a panic. Luke’s emotions are clearly shared
by most of the shadow children, for instead of the thousands
of participants Jen expects, only 40 show up.)
. “Jen’s—" His voice broke. “Jen is no longer with us.”
“She —?”
“She’s dead,” the man said harshly. (Chap. 27, p. 127)
(Luke is shocked to learn that Jen was killed by the
Population Police. Even though Luke realizes that the
Government is both all-powerful and ruthless, he somehow
thought that Jen would succeed where all others had failed.)
. “I have connections. You see”—Jen’s dad hesitated—"1
work for the Population Police.” (Chap. 27, p. 131)
(Mr. Talbot’s shocking revelation throws his trustworthiness
into doubt. Will he protect Luke or betray him? In the fol-
lowing chapter, Mr. Talbot reveals that he tries to sabotage
the Population Police as much as possible. Jen’s survival
for 13 years argues in his favor. Regardless, Luke has no
choice but to trust him.)
He could do something to help other third children come out
of hiding. (Chap. 29, p. 146)
(Luke decides to accept Mr. Talbot’s offer of a fake ID and
the new identity it will bring, even though it means giving up
his family. Luke will use his new identity to help solve the
problem. Perhaps he will study ways to grow more food so
no one will go hungry, no matter how large families be-
come.)

COMPREHENSION STUDY
Answer the following questions in your own words. There is

to her house.)

4. How would you describe the Government?

(The people are ruled by a corrupt totalitarian Government,
as shown by the Population Police, inept food distribution,
and the slaughter of the 40 shadow children.)

5. What happens to Luke at the end of the novel?

(Using a false ID supplied by Mr. Talbot, Luke starts a new
life as Lee Grant. He leaves his family and enrolls in a
boarding school for Barons.)

Questions 6-8 (Interpretative Level)

6. In what ways could Among the Hidden be classified as sci-

ence fiction?

(Science fiction is writing about make-believe events that
include science or technology. Often, science fiction is set in
the future, on distant planets, or among alien races. Among
the Hidden can be classified as science fiction because the
make-believe events concern the science of manipulating
the population and food supply. Also, the novel is set in the
future.)

7. What does Jen become?

(Jen becomes a martyr because she gives up her life for a
larger cause. She becomes an inspiration to Luke.)

8. Why is the population being controlled?

(According to the Government propaganda, there is too lit-
tle food and too many people. However, antigovernment

- forces say the population is shrinking rapidly and there is

plenty of food, so population control is merely the excuse
the Government uses to dominate the people.)

Questions 9 and 10 (Critical Level)

9 What does the title mean?

(Luke and Jen are “among the hidden” because they are
forbidden third children. Mr. Talbot is “among the hidden”
because he is attempting to help the shadow children and
still remain a viable Government official.)

10. What makes this novel suspenseful?

(First, the novel is suspenseful because we want to find out
if Luke will be discovered and whether Jen will succeed in
overthrowing the Population Police and the third child pol-
icy. Later, suspense builds as Jen is killed and Luke is cap-
tured by Mr. Talbot. Is Talbot what he appears? Can Luke

not always a right answer. Your judgment is important and you
should be ready to defend your answers by referring to passages
in the book.

trust him?)

Questions 11-12 (Creative Level)

1

Questions 1-5 (Literal Level)

. Why is Luke being hidden away by his parents?
(Overpopulation, a series of droughts, and governmental
mismanagement has resulted in widespread famine. As a re-
sult, many rules have been put in effect, including a limit of
no more than two children per family. Luke is being hidden
because he is a forbidden third child. If he is discovered, he
will be killed.)

2. Who are the Barons?

(The Barons are the fabulously wealthy upper class. They
have many things forbidden to the rest of the people, in-
cluding large homes, junk food, and fur coats.)
. Who is Jen and how does Luke find her?

(Jennifer Rose Talbot is another forbidden third child,
whom she has dubbed “shadow children.” Luke catches a
glimpse of her in the family’s new mansion, built on what
had been the Garners’ field. Luke finds her by breaking in-

11. Create two broadcasts: the first, the Government’s version

of Jennifer’s death; the second, the truthful version.

12. Working with a small group of classmates, discuss some

ways that you might have coped with Luke’s situation in his
place.

ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

Art/Music

1. Select a scene from the novel which you found especially
suspenseful. Find background music that increases the tense
mood. Play the music while you read the scene to the class.

2. Make a model of the Garners’ farmhouse. Establish a scale

to show the actual dimensions.
3. Create a new cover for the novel. Explain how your cover
art fits the novel’s tone, theme, and characters.

4. Draw the Talbots’ house, including all the rooms described

in the novel.



History/Social Studies

1.

2.

3.

4.

Learn more about a totalitarian government, such as the
Soviet Union. In a report, show how it is the same and dif-
ferent from the Government described in Among the
Hidden.

List five historical figures who have fought against unjust
Governments or laws.

Find out about China’s population laws. Debate whether the
laws are fair or not, given China’s situation.

Luke’s family are farmers. Make a map showing the prima-
ry farming areas in the US and the crops grown there.

Language Arts

1.

W

Read another book about totalitarianism, such as 1984.
Write a report comparing and contrasting the novel to
Among the Hidden.

. Write a brief sequel to the novel in which you explain what

has happened to Luke fifteen years later.

. Recast one chapter from Mrs. Garner’s point of view.
. Write the population law that forbids a family from having

more than two children.

. Luke’s mother wanted four children: Matthew, Mark, Luke,

and John. Explain the allusion, the source of the names.

. Imagine that you were in Luke’s place. List the 10 books

you would want to have in your attic as your sole compan-
ions.

Mathematics/Science

1.

Create a chart showing the relative populations of any five
nations, such as the United States, France, Egypt, China,
and Sweden.

. The Garners are poor; the Talbots are rich. Find out the of-

ficial ranges for “poor” and “rich” in America.

. Create a web page that Jen might have used to find the oth-

er shadow children.

. The Government is trying to convince everyone to become

vegetarians. Find out whether or not a vegetarian diet is
more healthful than a omnivorous one.

. The Government has outlawed junk food. List ten “junk”

foods and explain why each one lacks sufficient nutrients.

Speech/Drama

1.

2.

W

Act out the final scene, in which Luke leaves his family to
begin a new life under an assumed identity.

With a partner, role-play a scene between Luke and Jen in
which they explain their feelings about being “shadow chil-
dren.”

. Speaking as Jen, argue that the shadow children should be

granted full citizenship and all legal rights.

. Working with a partner, improvise a dialogue in which the

Talbots and Garners explain their reasons for disobeying the
population law.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES

. Analyze Haddix’s writing style in this novel, focusing on

diction, sentence structure, and figures of speech.

. Imagine that Jen did not die at the Government’s hands.

Describe what happened to her and whether or not she ac-
complished her goals.

. In your own words, state the novel’s theme or message.
. Using scenes from the novel, create a mural that shows its

main events.

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT

. Make a character list and describe each character.
2. List examples of difficulties that Luke faced. Then rank

these hardships on a scale from most to least difficult.

. Explain why Mr. Talbot risks his career and his life to save

Luke.

. Compose a scene in which Luke is discovered by the

Population Police before he meets Jennifer Talbot.



VOCABULARY TEST
Match each word to its meaning. Write the letter of your choice in the space provided.

1. defiance a. dare
__ 2. skittish b. shouted
3. beckoned c. persuading
______ 4. prime d. husky, gruff voice
______ 5. beseeching e. cranky
6. caravan f. leaned back
__ 7. reciprocity g. sneered
__ 8. stupefied h. exhaustion
9 runt 1. pure, clean
_____10. hoarse j- first-class
__ 11. bellowed k. convoy
_ 12. recline 1. enthusiasm
__13. mansions m. huge, expensive houses
_14. lint n. trinkets
_15. irritable 0. astonished
____16. pristine p. summoned
_17. gewgaws g. give and take
___ 18. fatigue r. small, weak animal
_19. scoffed S. nervous

20. zeal t. dirt, dust



COMPREHENSION TEST A

Part I: Matching (20 points)
Complete each of the following descriptions with a name from the list that follows. Place the letter of your an-
swer in the blank provided at left.

1. Luke’s mother A. Luke Garner

2. the people for whom Mr. Talbot works B. Lee Grant

3. an illegal child killed trying to win the freedom of all the illegal children C. Jennifer Talbot

4. the Baron who gets Luke a fake ID and new life D. Matthew and Mark

5. Luke’s new identity E. Edna Garner

6. Luke’s father, a poor and hardworking farmer F. Harlan Garner

7. fellow third children whom Luke contacts through the Internet G. Mr. Talbot

8. the main character, a forbidden third son H. Mrs. Talbot

9. a woman who has been married three times and loves to shop I. Population Police
10. Luke’s two older brothers J. Sean and Carlos

Part I1: Multiple Choice (20 points)
Circle the correct word or phrase to complete each of the following statements.

1.

AR N
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Sadly, twelve-year-old Luke Garner watches the (houses, woods) behind his family’s farm being de-
stroyed.

Luke’s parents have kept him hidden because he is (an adopted, a third) child forbidden by the
Government.

Luke is hidden in the (basement, attic).
The Government forces Luke’s family to sell their (horses, pigs), their cash crop.
The class of rich people are called (Barons, Golden Ones).

Looking through the (window, attic vent), Luke spots another forbidden child in a mansion across the
field.

Jennifer calls the illegal children (shadow children, bonus children).

8. Jennifer is best described as (foolish and cowardly, intelligent and brave).

10.

At Jennifer’s house, Luke eats forbidden (meat, junk food).

The chat room password is (“free”, “shadow”).



Part ITI: True/False (20 points)
Mark the following statements either T for true or F if any part is false.

10.

. Luke leads a solitary and lonely life with only a few books to keep him company.

Unlike Jennifer, Luke takes long rides hidden in the trunk of his parents’ car.

. After the family receives a tax bill ten times larger than the previous one, Mrs. Garner takes a job in

a store.
Jennifer asserts that she is Luke’s ticket out of hiding.
Mrs. Talbot is now married to her third husband.

Through meetings at a distant shopping mall, Jennifer has organized thousands of illegal children to
send letters to the Government to demand their rights.

Jennifer wants a fake ID so she can adopt a new identity, but her parents refuse to help her get one.
Mr. Garner tries to grow food indoors, but the Government stops him.
Jennifer is accidentally killed by her father when his gun goes off.

Mr. Talbot explains that he is trying to sabotage the Population Police and the totalitarian
Government by working from within.

Part IV: Essay (40 points)
Choose two and answer in complete sentences.

1

2.
3.
4.

Explain how Luke is different from his brothers.

Which character in Among the Hidden do you find most admirable? Why?
Compare and contrast the Talbots and the Garners.

What is the author’s message about truth in this novel?



COMPREHENSION TEST B

Part I: Multiple Choice (20 points)
Underline the correct answers.

1.
2.
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9.
10.

Luke has never seen anyone but his (parents and brothers, relatives and classmates).

Luke plans to keep himself busy (reading and studying, cooking and cleaning), but his father is terrified
that he will be discovered and so forbids him to leave the attic.

. Jennifer communicates with other forbidden children through (hidden meetings in fields, a computer chat

room).

Mrs. Talbot has had (one husband, three husbands).

Much to Jennifer’s scorn, Mrs. Talbot spends her days (shopping, farming).
Jennifer gives Luke his first taste of (meat, potato chips).

Realizing the Government’s power to track people and intimidate them, Luke wonders if his (close
friends, brothers) might someday betray him for the reward money.

Luke is caught by Jennifer’s (uncle, stepfather), a powerful Government official.
Luke learns that about (40, 1,000) forbidden children were killed by the Population Police at the rally.
Mr. Talbot offers Luke a (fake ID, car) and new life.

Part II: Matching (20 points)
Complete each of the following descriptions with a name from the list that follows. Place the letter of your an-
swer in the blank provided at left.

1. a dead Baron whose identity Luke adopts A. Edna Garner
2. Luke’s older brothers B. the Population Police
3. arenegade member of the Population Police C. Lee Grant
4. the shadow child who leads the doomed rally D. Harlan Garner
5. Luke’s father, a farmer E. Matthew and Mark
6. Jennifer’s mother F. Mrs. Talbot
7. people who kill Jennifer G. Luke Garner
8. fellow third children in the chat room H. Mr. Talbot
9. Luke’s gentle, kind mother I. Sean and Carlos
10. the teenage boy who adopts a fake identity J. Jennifer



Part III: Motivation (20 points)
Complete each phrase below with a reason or justification.

1.

2.

10.

Luke’s parents have kept him hidden because

Luke tries to be positive and not complain because

With the woods cut down, Luke is now forbidden to eat at the table with the family because
Mrs. Garner takes a job in a factory because

Although he is terrified, Luke sneaks out of the house to

Jennifer gives Luke many books and pamphlets so

Jennifer wants all the illegal children to march on the Government to

Luke refuses to go with Jennifer and march on the Government because

The Population Police come to the Talbot home because

Luke accepts the fake ID and the new identity from Mr. Talbot so

Part IV: Essay (40 points)
Choose two and answer in complete sentences.

1.

Describe how Luke changes as the novel progresses.

2. Analyze Jennifer’s character. Is she a brave martyr or a reckless fool?
3.
4. Trace the novel’s plot. Include the rising action, climax, and resolution.

Describe the novel’s setting and explain its importance to the story.



VOCABULARY TEST
1. a 6. k 11. b
2. s 7. q 12. f
3.p 8. o 13. m
4. j 9. r 14. t
5. ¢ 10. d 15. e
COMPREHENSION TEST A
Part I: Matching (20 points)
1. E 6. F
2. 1 7.7
3. C 8 A
4. G 9. H
5. B 10. D

Part II: Multiple Choice (20 points)

1. woods 6. attic vent

2. third 7. shadow children

3. attic 8. intelligent and brave
4. pigs 9. junk food '

5. Barons 10. free

Part III: True/False (20 points)

1. T 6. F
2. F 7. F
3. F 8 T
4. T 9. F
5. T 10. T

Part IV: Essay (40 points)
Answers will vary.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

=0 5Bs -

ANSWER KEY

1.

bt

COMPREHENSION TEST B
Part I: Multiple Choice (20 points)
parents and brothers 6. potato chips
cooking and cleaning 7. brothers
computer chat room 8. stepfather
three husbands 9. 40
shopping 10. fake ID
Part II: Matching (20 points)
C 6. F
E 7. B
H 8. 1
J 9. A
D 10. G

A D

Part III: Motivation (20 points)

BN

S S

he is a forbidden third child

he does not want to make life any harder for his family
someone outside could see his shadow through the shades
the Government forces the Garners to sell their pigs and
the family receives a tax bill three times larger than the
previous one

he can understand the Government and his situation
demand their freedom and full rights to live as they please
he is terrified of the journey and of being captured

they traced the chat room through the computer

he can help other third children and the entire society by
raising better crops, etc.

Part IV: Essay (40 points)
Answers will vary.
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